FLEXIBLE SYSTEMS KEEP INDY
fiLs EDITOR on TOP oF His GAME

Jason Stewart uses HP Workstations together with Avid Media Composer to
cut-costs and maximize his craft with speed and stability.

by Claudia Kienzle

In editing director Bob “Bobcat”
Goldthwait's latest independent
film — “World’s Greatest Dad”

— freelance editor Jason Stewart wanted

to explore all the creative possibilities and
craft a movie that would outshine the
competition at this year’s Sundance Film
Festival, and ultimately garner a distribu-
tion deal.

But creative experimentation takes time
and time is money. And like most indepen-
dent films, “World’s Greatest Dad” was
challenged on both fronts.

“The HP Workstation and Avid
Media Composer delivered the
power, flexibility, and processing
speed that were crucial to our
creative process.”

With only 16 weeks to edit the 90-minute
film — a black comedy starring Robin
Williams — Stewart knew upfront that
there wouldn't be time for downtime. He

would need a nonlinear editing (NLE)
system with rock solid reliability; seamless

hardware and software compatibility;
super fast rendering; and a streamlined
workflow that could make the most of the
precious time he was given.

Proven Workhorses

While the project allowed him to work
with any NLE on the market, he chose the
setup he had based his own growing
freelance editing business on an HP Work-
station running Avid Media Composer 3.0
software. Besides his editing talents,
Stewart provided the movie with his two
identically configured Avid/HP worksta-
tions and set them up in the Santa Monica
office rented for the production.

“When | recommended this hardware/
software combination to ‘World’s Great-
est Dad,’ | felt confident the offline would
go without a hitch — and not fall prey to
the kinds of bugs and crashes that cause
missed deadlines.”

“In my experience, the HP Work-
station and Avid Media Com-
poser are both proven work-
horses designed with professional

editors in mind”

“Together, these systems delivered the
power, flexibility, and processing speed
that were crucial to our creative process,”
Stewart added. “When Bobcat said ‘Let’s
trim this’ or ‘Let's add this’, | could quickly
make the change, hit play, and we'd sit
back and watch our changes happening
in real time. Because the Avid/HP Work-
station processed as fast as we could
think, our creative energy wasn't stifled.”

Dynamic Storytelling

In “World’s Greatest Dad,” Robin
Williams plays Lance Clayton, a frustrated
writer who finds fame after he fakes a
suicide note written on behalf of his late
teenage son fo cover up for his accidental
death. When the note, which describes
lance as the world’s greatest dad, is
published, it becomes an instant hit,

catapulting Lance into the media spotlight.

Stewart's extensive experience editing
top-rated Reality TV shows enables him to
bring a fresh, spontaneous approach fo
the editing of full-length feature films. But
even when the story is scripted, he sill
likes to experiment with different, dynamic
ways to assemble scenes to convey the
story with greater impact.
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